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SLOB  
Ellen Potter  
Overweight near-genius Owen Birn-
baum has two missions. First is to 
catch the thief stealing the Oreos from 
his lunchbox. Second is to perfect his 
latest invention, a TV that will allow 

him a desperately wanted glimpse into the past. In 
the meantime, he has to deal with the school bully—
rumor has it he carries a switchblade in his sock!—
and outsmart the sadistic gym teacher who delights 
in humiliating him. Not to mention, his little sister has 
changed her name to Jeremy and has joined a club 
where the girls dress like boys. This is a book with 
something for everyone, moving from heartbreaking 
realism to hilarious hijinks effortlessly and believably. 
Ages 8� 12.    J POTT  

 
A TASTE FOR RED 
Lewis Harris 
Ever since moving to Sunny Hill, Svet-
lana (formerly “Stephanie”) Grimm pre-
fers red foods, sleeps under her bed, 
and has a handy new talent for mind 
control. To her the reason is obvious: 

she’s a vampire! Previously homeschooled, Svetlana 
finds her new sixth-grade classmates bewildering 
and her classes boring—until she meets Ms. Larch, 
her new science teacher... And fellow vampire? Svet-
lana quickly begins to suspect that there’s something 
really off about her teacher, and with the guidance of 
her elderly neighbor and the help of two nerdy boys 
determined to befriend her, Svetlana must destroy 
her enemy—whether she wants to or not. Gleefully 
creepy, witty, and just plain fun, A Taste for Red is a 
delightful mystery and an imaginative new twist on 
the vampire myth. Ages 8� 12.    J HARR 
 

EMMA JEAN LAZARUS  FELL OUT 
OF A TREE and EMMA JEAN  
LAZARUS  FELL IN LOVE 
Lauren Tarshis  
Supremely logical Emma Jean Laza-
rus spends a lot of time observing her 
fellow seventh graders from a dis-
tance. She is happy with her own pur-
suits, her friendships with several 
adults, and the memory of her late 
father to inspire her. Yet after Emma 
Jean is moved to step outside her ob-
server role to comfort a crying class-

mate, she takes it upon herself to right several 
wrongs at her middle school—and finds that getting 
involved can be both messy and rewarding. Both of 
these novels are smart, cheerful stories made memo-
rable—and funny!—by Emma Jean’s super-rational 
yet skewed way of viewing things. Ages 8� 12.    
J TARS / J CD BOOK TARS 

 
HERBERT’S WORMHOLE 
Peter Nelson & Rohitash Rao  
Ten-year-old video game addict Alex 
promised to not play another video 
game all summer. Now his parents 
have bought a jungle gym and organ-
ized a playdate (!!!) with his geeky, an-

noying neighbor Herbert, who fancies himself an in-
ventor. Things take a really crazy turn when Herbert’s 
latest invention sends the two reluctant pals through 
time to a future populated with aliens. This fun, silly, 
fast-paced science fiction/adventure story—with car-
toons!—makes a good next step for fans of Captain 
Underpants or Jon Scieszka’s Time Warp Trio and 
may also appeal to readers of Jeff Kinney’s Diary of a 
Wimpy Kid series. Ages 7� 12.   J NELS 
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A WRINKLE IN TIME 
Madeleine L’Engle 
Fourteen-year-old Meg Murray, her preco-
ciously intelligent little brother Charles Wal-
lace, and Calvin O’Keefe are different. Meg 
finds out just how special when they are 

called upon to rescue the universe—and her father!—
from a mysterious dark force. A must-read for science 
fiction and adventure fans.   J LENG / CAS J LENG  
 

WHEN YOU REACH ME 
Rebecca Stead 
When You Reach Me is a wonderful and im-
probable blend of complex mystery, historical 
fiction, school story, and sci-fi. Twelve-year-
old Miranda is busy prepping her mother for 

a game show appearance and coping with her best 
friend’s desertion when she receives the first letter warn-
ing that a friend is in danger. There’s also a feud with 
the school rich girl, new friendships, mysterious missing 
items, a streaker, and a weird “laughing man” who 
shouts at passersby and sleeps under a mailbox. A lot is 
packed into this slim, thought-provoking novel—and 
every word is worth savoring.  J STEA  


"� ��$"%��&'"($"����
Combine a classic favorite with an exciting new book!  
A Wrinkle in Time is the favorite book of Miranda in When 
You Reach Me. Ages 9� 14; recommended by Tracy. 
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JOLTED: NEWTON STARKER ’S 
RULES FOR SURVIVAL 
Arthur Slade 
Fourteen-year-old Newton Starker has 
rules for avoiding lightning—and with 
good reason. Starkers attract light-
ning, and most of his relatives, includ-
ing his mother, have died from light-

ning strikes. Now he and his cantankerous great-
grandmother are the last surviving Starkers. But 
Newton is tired of hiding and determined to break the 
family curse, so he enrolls in the Jerry Potts Acad-
emy for Survival, a Canadian boarding school where 
he hopes to learn the skills he needs to beat the 
odds. This is a quirky story told with tongue-in-cheek 
humor, featuring weird recipes, outdoor adventures, 
an unusual pig, and a boy determined to take his fate 
into his own hands. Ages 11 and up.   J SLAD 

 
MY FAIR GODMOTHER 
Janette Rallison 
Pretty and popular, Savannah can’t 
believe it when her perfect boyfriend 
dumps her for her bookish older sister. 
But when a fair godmother offers her 
three wishes, she knows exactly what 
to ask for. Unfortunately, Crissy is a 

fair godmother—a fairy godmother-in-training—with a 
short attention span. Somehow Savannah’s wish for 
the perfect prom date lands her in the Middle Ages 
subbing for Cinderella and awaiting Prince Charming 
(who turns out to be anything but!), and her attempts 
to wish herself out of trouble only make things worse. 
Fairy tales get tangled up and Tristan, a boy from 
school, gets stuck in the Middle Ages till he can 
somehow become a prince. This is a fast-paced, 
laugh-out-loud read with more substance, twists, and 
turns than you’d expect. I loved Savannah’s charac-
ter and seeing how she discovers smarts she didn’t 
know she had. She doesn’t always get things right on 
the first try, but her mistakes make sense and she 
refuses to give up. Ages 12 and up.  J RALL 
 

BONECHILLER  
Graham McNamee 
Deep in the Canadian backwoods, a 
monstrous creature is hunting teens. 
After Danny is attacked, he recruits 
three friends—Howie, a brainiac who 
figures out that the creature is tied to 
an ancient Indian legend; Pike, 

Howie’s pyromaniac brother; and Ash, a tough-girl 
boxer and the object of Danny’s affection—to defeat 
the creature before it is too late. With its solid charac-
terization, the well-developed setting, and an action-
packed climax, this is a good choice for horror fans 
seeking winter chills. Ages 12 and up.   J MCNA 
 

THE SUMMER I TURNED PRETTY 
Jenny Han 
Isabel, aka Belly, lives for the sum-
mers spent at the Beck beach house. 
Nothing, not even her parents’ divorce, 
can taint the joy of leaving the city to 
stay with her mother’s best friend 
Susannah and her sons Conrad and 

Jeremiah. But now that she is fifteen, nearly sixteen, 
something is different. Jeremiah, the youngest son 
and her closest summer friend, suddenly notices that 
she is growing up. But Conrad, who she has always 
wanted to notice her, seems oblivious and more dark 
and broody than ever. This novel unfolds slowly, in-
terwoven with flashbacks of past summers to add 
flavor and build tension. It is more than just a sum-
mer romance; it is about growing up, looking past the 
surface, and learning to understand yourself and oth-
ers. Despite touching on some angsty issues, this is 
still a light read—but one with depth and realistic, 
relatable characters you want more of. Luckily, this is 
the first of a planned trilogy, and I look forward to 
seeing what the future holds for Belly and the Beck 
brothers. It’s Not Summer Without You should be 
available in April 2010. Ages 12 and up.   J HAN 
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BRIAN’S SAGA  SERIES 
Gary Paulsen 

1. Hatchet* 
2. The River** 
3. Brian’s Winter** 
4. Brian’s Return** 
5. Brian’s Hunt* 

In book one, 13-year-old Brian survives a plane 
crash only to be stranded in the Canadian wilder-
ness—alone. There he must survive for months 
with only a hatchet to aid him and come to grips 
with his parents’ divorce. Ages 11 and up.   J PAUL  
* Also available on audio CD.   CD J BOOK PAUL 
** Also available on audio cassette.  CAS J PAUL 
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DARKEST  POWERS TRILOGY 
Kelley Armstrong 

1. The Summoning 
2. The Awakening 
3. The Reckoning (May 2010) 

In book one, a fifteen-year-old who sees ghosts is 
diagnosed with schizophrenia and sent to a group 
home for disturbed teenagers. There, some of the 
other teens suggest she isn’t crazy after all. Ages 
12 and up.   J ARMS / CD J BOOK ARMS  
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THE HUNGER GAMES  
and CATCHING FIRE 
Suzanne Collins  
Set in a post-apocalyptic world over-
seen by a selfish, pleasure-loving 
Capitol that rules with harshness and 
terror, The Hunger Games is a highly 
absorbing page-turner. To punish the 
12 remaining districts for an insurrec-
tion generations ago, the Capitol man-
dates that each district must send two 
“tributes” to the annual Hunger 
Games, a televised competition where 
the tributes must kill to survive. Kat-
niss and Peeta, tributes from one of 
the poorest districts, fake a romance 

to drum up audience support—but trust is difficult 
because in the end there is only one survivor in the 
Games. To avoid spoilers for book one, I can’t reveal 
much about Catching Fire except to say that it has all 
the tension and excitement of book one, reveals a bit 
more about the history of the Hunger Games and the 
mysterious 13th district, and ends with a cliffhanger 
that will keep readers eager for the final book of the 
trilogy, due out in September 2010. Ages 14 and up.  
SF COLL / LT COLL (Book 1 is on order)  
 

CARTER FINALLY  GETS IT 
Brent Crawford  
Fans of Larry Doyle’s I Love You, Beth 
Cooper will love reading about Will 
Carter. This book is laugh-out-loud 
funny (but not in a tiresome slapstick 
way), with a fresh and totally believ-
able teen-boy narrator. Carter has 

ADD, is totally fixated on sex, dabbles in sports hop-
ing for glory (and girls!), and tends to lapse into stut-
ters when confronted with boobs or belly buttons. He 
cluelessly stumbles into awkward situations and fre-
quently fumbles in his relationships. It’s not a typically 
plot-driven novel, but more a “year in the life” of a 
high school freshman, punctuated with trials, tri-
umphs, and Carter’s true-to-life (and hilarious) inner 
monologue. Readers will totally get Carter, and pull 
for him despite his (many) screwups as he struggles 
to find his way with girls, sports, and high school. 
Ages 14 and up.   J CRAW 

ALONG FOR THE RIDE 
Sarah Dessen  
Thanks to her professor parents’ ex-
pectations and their divorce three 
years ago, Auden doesn’t sleep. In-
stead she reads to prepare for her first 
semester of college and she worries. 
Finally fed up with her mother’s con-

stant critiques and string of co-ed boyfriends, Auden 
impulsively decides to spend the summer with her 
father, his new wife, and their new baby Thisbe. At 
first, Auden looks at everyone in the small beach 
town of Colby rather scathingly, from her “airhead” 
stepmother to her co-workers at a boutique that is 
way too pink for Auden’s nerves—and she keeps her 
distance as she always has. But then Auden is drawn 
to Eli, another insomniac with an air of sadness and 
mystery, and the two begin a quest to do all the child-
hood things the serious-minded Auden never experi-
enced. Auden’s overachieving, judgmental ways can 
be a trifle wearing at first, but her witty narration and 
underlying vulnerability, along with her slow realiza-
tion that there is more to the people around her than 
she expected, won me over. This is an excellent 
novel about second chances and building relation-
ships. Smart, nuanced, and completely memorable, 
Dessen’s latest definitely ranks among her best. 
Ages 14 and up.   J DESS / CD J DESS  

 
HEAD CASE 
Sarah Aronson 
Frank Marder made a terrible mistake. 
He drank, he drove, and now two peo-
ple are dead. And Frank is paralyzed 
from the neck down. Now he’s trapped 
in a body that he can’t control and in a 
world where people look at him as a 

freak and a murderer. This is a brutally honest ac-
count that depicts Frank’s state of mind as well as his 
daily struggles (eating in a restaurant amidst stares, 
using the computer to communicate, fear that his 
mother or PT will drop him while transferring him to 
his wheelchair). Frank isn’t an easy, likable charac-
ter: he is purposely antagonistic and sometimes 
crude, but he is entirely believable and empathetic in 
a story about how one moment, one choice, can 
change everything. Ages 14 and up.   J ARON  
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THE VAMPIRE ACADEMY SERIES 
Richelle Meade 

Forbidden romance and “normal” teen social issues 
take on a dangerous edge in this urban fantasy series 
set at a secret boarding school where vampires are 
schooled in magic and half-human teens are trained as 
their protectors.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
         

+� ��
"�&%%"* ���
1. Vampire Academy 
2. Frostbite 
3. Shadow Kiss 
4. Blood Promise 
5. Spirit Bound (5/10) 
6. Title TBA (late 2010) 

  J MEAD 



��� ������ �� 	�
�� � ������ �� ��
�
 � �
 ��	���
��� �
 ����
� �� ��� � � � ��� ����� �

�

� - � �  �, �* * " � � � � " � &%%" *  "  �. � � � � � � � �

� &&� �� / &(!�' $( �� &&� �� / &(!�' $( �� &&� �� / &(!�' $( �� &&� �� / &(!�' $( �����

LOOKING FOR ALASKA  
John Green 
Inspired by the dying words of the poet 
Francois Rabelais (“I go to seek a Great 
Perhaps”), sixteen-year-old Miles chucks 
his boring existence in Florida to seek his 
own “Great Perhaps” at an Alabama 
boarding school. There, he is quickly ab-
sorbed into a band of brainy pranksters led by his room-
mate and a maddening, beautiful girl named Alaska. 
Miles quickly develops as intense crush on Alaska and 
pranks and other rebellious behavior abound (lots of 
smoking and drinking), but the reader is always aware 
that a Great Catastrophe looms ahead, as the first chap-
ter is ominously labeled “one hundred thirty-six days be-
fore.” Sure enough, tragedy strikes, and midway through 
the book, we reach the “after” section. What could have 
devolved into sentimentality and melodrama becomes a 
rich novel full of bittersweet humor, complex characters 
and deep meaning—without forcing that meaning down 
the reader’s throat, instead inspiring readers to ponder 
issues on their own. Thoughtful and profound, this book 
acknowledges the difficulties and complexities of life, and 
celebrates the journey. Winner of the 2006 Michael L. 
Printz Award, which recognizes “literary excellence” in 
young adult literature. Ages 14 and up.  FIC GREE 
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THE GRAVEYARD  BOOK 
Neil Gaiman 
When a toddler escapes the murderer 
who kills the rest of his family and wan-
ders into a graveyard, he is adopted by 
the ghosts within and renamed Nobody 
Owens. As he grows up in the graveyard 
and occasionally ventures into the “real” 
world, his natural curiosity embroils him in a variety of 
adventures, up until Bod reaches his teenage years and 
the inevitable showdown with the man who killed his 
family. This is an affectionate, delightfully creepy coming-
of-age novel full of magic and adventure. Winner of the 
2009 Newbery Medal and the 2009 Hugo Award for Best 
Novel. Ages 10 and up.  J GAIM / CD J BOOK GAIM 

A WRINKLE  IN TIME by Madeleine L’Engle, recom-
mended on the front page of this Book Picks list, was 
also a recipient of the Newbery Medal. 

For more award winners, see the Literary  
Awards and Lists page on our website!    

www.bcplib.org/Good_Reads/awards.htm 
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THE ABSOLUTELY  TRUE DIARY OF A 
PART-TIME INDIAN 
Sherman Alexie 
Arnold “Junior” Spirit is used to being 
picked on. His hydrocephaly and cheap 
coke-bottle glasses make him an easy 
target, but at least he has his best friend 

Rowdy, a short-tempered rabble-rouser who is al-
ways on Arnold’s side. Sick of the hopelessness that 
permeates life on the rez, Arnold transfers from the 
reservation school to the white high school in 
Reardon. His choice makes him an outcast on the 
rez—even Rowdy deserts him—and the kids at the 
new school view him as a definite oddity. As he 
learns to navigate the new school and copes with 
family tragedies, Arnold begins to get a larger picture 
of who he is and who he wants to be. What makes 
this book so extraordinary is Alexie’s deft combina-
tion of almost painfully honest emotions with sharp 
and witty humor. Winner of the 2007 National Book 
Award for Young People’s Literature. Ages 13 and 
up.   J ALEX / CD J BOOK ALEX  
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JUMPED 
Rita Williams-Garcia 
A day in the life of three high school 
girls—Trina, a free-spirited artist; Do-
minique, a frustrated athlete with a code of her 
own; and Leticia, the girl who overhears Domi-
nique’s plan to jump Trina after school but hesi-
tates to let Trina know. This is a quick and gritty 
read that makes each character feel real and sur-
prisingly relatable. Ages 13 and up.   J WILL 
 
Other nominees in the Young People’s  
Literature category include: 

CHARLES AND EMMA: THE DARWINS’ LEAP OF 
FAITH by Deborah Heiligman   JB DARW  
 
CLAUDETTE COLVIN: TWICE TOWARD JUSTICE 
by Phillip Hoose*   ON ORDER 
 

STITCHES by David Small   ON ORDER 

 
LIPS TOUCH: THREE TIMES by Laini Taylor    
J TAYL  
 

*Winner of the 2009 National Book Award,  
announced November 18, 2009.�

 

 


