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CAPTAIN  NOBODY 
Dean Pitchford  
Having a football star for a big brother 
and two super-busy parents makes it 
hard for Newt Newman to get noticed. It 
doesn’t help that Newt is the smallest 
kid in the fourth grade and he and his 

friends JJ and Cecil are social nobodies. After his 
brother Chris is injured, Newt’s friends help him turn 
Chris’s old stuff into a superhero costume for Hallow-
een, and suddenly he feels like a braver, more impor-
tant person. So Newt continues to wear the costume, 
and finds himself pulling off attention-grabbing hero-
ics. This is a fun, engaging read about discovering 
your inner superhero. Ages 8� 12.    J PITC  

 
ALCATRAZ  SMEDRY VERSUS THE 
EVIL LIBRARIANS  
Brandon Sanderson 
Alcatraz Smedry has a habit of break-
ing things—doorknobs, furniture, even 
a chicken once. It just happens. Even-
tually his foster parents lose patience 

and send him packing, and his case worker calls him 
“useless” before sending him on to the next family. 
But, when he inherits a bag of sand on his thirteenth 
birthday (really!) and finds out that evil librarians are 
taking over the world by controlling information, Alca-
traz discovers that he may have a purpose after all. 
This is a nutty fantasy/adventure full of oddball twists 
(talking dinosaurs?!) and narrated in a snarky voice 
that will appeal to Lemony Snicket fans. Ages 9 and 
up.    J SAND 

THE LONDON EYE MYSTERY 
Siobhan Dowd  
Ted and Kat saw their cousin board the 
London Eye—but 30 minutes later, when 
the other passengers troop off, Salim is 
gone! With their cousin now missing, 

they decide to use Ted’s brain and Kat’s determina-
tion to find him. This is a suspenseful mystery that 
will keep readers puzzled as well as a wonderful fam-
ily story filled with likable, well-drawn characters—
especially Ted, who struggles with lying and ob-
sesses over weather patterns, but uses his different 
way of thinking to solve a mystery that has everyone 
else stumped. Ages 8� 12.    J DOWD 

 
ANYTHING BUT TYPICAL 
Nora Raleigh Baskin  
Sixth grader Jason Blake is a writer. 
He’s also autistic, and his flapping hands 
and other idiosyncrasies make it difficult 
to make friends. But over the computer, 
on the Storyboard website, he meets 

PhoenixBird—a girl!—and they bond over their love 
of writing. This is a heartfelt novel, and its first person 
narrative provides a fascinating look inside the autis-
tic mind.  Ages 10 and up.   J BASK / CD J BOOK 
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AIRBORN - Kenneth Oppel  
Kenneth Oppel created an alternative 
earth that is almost the same as our 
Earth, but has some key differences. 
Its culture feels like the Victorian era. 
The geography is the same but the 
way technology was discovered and 

used is different. There is a naturally occurring gas 
called “Hydrium” that is lighter than Hydrogen and 
smells like mangos. It vents from the ground in cer-
tain locations. They use it to provide the lift for their 
airships. Their world has many of the same plants 
and animals we are familiar with, but as we learn not 
all their animals are the same. This book has lots of 

action that continues from the first page to the last. 
There are airships high in the air, daring rescues 
and brave acrobatics, there are pirates. There is an 
adventure/love story between a boy who was born 
on an airship and feels more at home in the sky than 
on the ground, and a rich girl who, unlike the expec-
tations of the time, wants to be a scientist and take 
an active role in life. She books passage on the air-
ship to prove that an animal described by her de-
ceased grandfather really does exist and is not just 
a hoax or something he made up. If you could put 
Treasure Island on a lighter than air ship, you would 
have the makings of Airborn. Ages 10 and up. 
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Interested in a book from a different perspective? 
You will be fascinated by these novels written 
from the point of view of boys with Asperger’s 
Syndrome and Autism. 
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INCARCERON 
Catherine Fisher 
This eerie fantasy-thriller is a futuristic 
tale with a steampunk sensibility. Cen-
turies ago, a prison was built as a so-
cial experiment, and the outside world 
forbade all change and technological 
advances. The prison’s location was 

kept secret, and only the Warden was trusted with its 
mysteries. Now, the prison is entirely separate from 
the outside world; it has become a sentient, self-
sustaining being whose inhabitants fear its wrath and 
know only rumors of the world Outside. Yet Finn, a 
17-year-old thief and gang member, insists that he 
was born outside the prison. Determined to escape, 
he discovers a key that allows him to communicate 
with Claudia, the daughter of the Prison Warden. 
Outside, Claudia loathes the stunted world of Proto-
col nearly as much as the vain prince she is expected 
to marry. She believes that inside the prison is a per-
fect society—until her conversations with Finn reveal 
that Incarceron is a terrifying, dangerous place and 
she offers to aid Finn and a ragtag bunch of “friends” 
in their escape. This is an imaginative, fast-paced 
read with strong, vibrantly realized characters, politi-
cal intrigue, betrayal, and a heady sense of adven-
ture. Ages 12 and up.   J FISH 

 
BREATHING UNDERWATER 
Alex Flinn 
Nick Andreas had always been one of 
the most popular guys at school—until 
he gets sentenced to anger manage-
ment for hitting his girlfriend. Nick 
doesn’t understand what happened. 

He loves Caitlin and never meant to hurt her—but he 
did. Breathing Underwater is a gripping read about 
anger and self-esteem issues. The characters are 
incredibly nuanced and realistic, and the journal-entry 
format allows a glimpse into the motivations and in-
ner thoughts of an abuser. Ages 13 and up.  J FLIN 

 
FAT CAT 
Robin Brande 
Cat has hated Matt McKinney ever 
since he betrayed her four years ago, 
and she is determined to outdo him in 
this year’s science fair. So she does 
something drastic—she experiments 
on herself, committing to a cave-

woman’s diet (sort of) and giving up as many modern 
conveniences as possible. This somewhat clichéd 
plot is a page-turner due to a sassy, realistic narrator 
and the absolutely wonderful secondary characters. 
Readers will love Cat’s friendship with Amanda and 
Amanda’s boyfriend Jordan and enjoy the subplot 
about Cat’s 10-year-old brother’s own body issues. 
Ages 12 and up.  J BRAN 
 

ICE 
Sarah Beth Durst 
When Cassie was a little girl, her 
grandmother told her the story of the 
Polar Bear King and the North Wind’s 
daughter. But as she grew older, she 
dismissed the story as a fairy tale. Now 
a thoroughly modern young woman 

with dreams of becoming an Arctic scientist like her 
father, Cassie is stunned to discover that there is 
magic after all when, on her 18th birthday, the Polar 
Bear King arrives to demand Cassie as the bride he 
was once promised. As the secrets of the past are 
revealed, Cassie strikes her own deal with Bear, but 
things go awry when each misleads the other. This is 
an updated version of the “East of the Sun, West of 
the Moon” fairy tale and Edith Pattou’s earlier adapta-
tion, East. It is a skillful blend of science and folklore,  
full of harrowing adventure, romance, and suspense. 
Cassie is a memorable character, flawed yet sympa-
thetic, and Durst’s storytelling skills are at their best 
in this nuanced retelling. Ages 13 and up.   J DURS 
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NATION 
Terry Pratchett 
I really love Terry Pratchett for his 
Discworld series. On Discworld he has 
created a complete world with its own 
cosmology, creatures, gods, and 
countries. His stories are always inter-
esting and funny, but the main thing 

they do i—through humor and satire—poke fun at 
most of our sacred beliefs and institutions. I was 
really surprised when I read Nation. This book is set 
in our world, on an island in the Pacific tropical archi-
pelago. A tsunami strikes and kills all the people on 
the island except for Mau and a “ghost girl” (a native 
of England who is the sole survivor of a ship wrecked 
by the great wave). Slowly other survivors make their 
way to the island. Using his common sense thinking, 
Mau as the only native inhabitant on the island, 
though only a boy, becomes the de facto ruling 
leader. He forms a community from the survivors and 
learns about himself, the role of the gods, people 
from other cultures, books, science, religion, and how 
to win a battle against an overwhelming number of 
cannibals. This is all done with Terry Pratchett’s hu-
mor and insights into our culture and foibles. There is 
nobody else who looks at the world the way Terry 
Pratchett does. The author has been diagnosed with 
early-onset Alzheimer’s disease. This book published 
in 2008 is the latest book published by the author. 
Ages 12 and up.   J PRAT 
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FUNNY HOW THINGS CHANGE 
Melissa Wyatt  
I adored this quiet, thoughtful novel 
about a recent high school graduate in 
rural coal-mining country. The town of 
Dwyer, West Virginia is dying, so when 
his girlfriend Lisa asks him to move with 
her to Pennsylvania when she leaves 

for college, Remy Walker agrees. After all, even his 
mother left to make a life somewhere else. Still, Remy 
is torn: he loves Lisa, but knows he will miss life in the 
mountains. This is a compelling and refreshing novel, 
with a relatable narrator and a strong sense of place. 
The characters and events feel authentic rather than 
contrived, and the writing is crisp and eloquent. Ages 
14 and up.   J WYAT 

 
GENTLEMEN 
Michael Northrop  
Mike, Tommy, Mixer, and Bones are 
from the wrong side of the tracks. Ex-
cept for Mr. Haberman, their remedial 
English teacher, everyone at their high 
school considers them juvenile delin-
quents. But Haberman calls them 

“gentlemen” and encourages them to live up to their 
“potential.” When Tommy goes missing after a flare-
up in class and still hasn’t turned up the next day, 
Haberman’s insinuating comments and odd behavior 
lead the three remaining friends to suspect their 
teacher was involved in the disappearance. This 
gritty, noir-style mystery is smart and tightly crafted, 
narrated in a sharp, darkly funny voice that is com-
pletely believable and distinct. Tension builds slowly 
as the novel takes an unflinching look at what binds 
friends together—and what can tear them apart. Ages 
15 and up.   J NORT 

 
BECOMING CHLOE 
Catherine Ryan Hyde  
Living illegally in an abandoned cellar 
in New York City, 17-year-old Jordy 
has nothing and nobody. He took off 
from home after being rejected by his 
homophobic father and now he’s hus-
tling sex to get by. Then he rescues a 

young woman from a gang rape and suddenly he’s 
not so alone anymore. He’s cynical and cunning, 
while she has a childlike optimism that makes her 
seem simple—until Jordy begins to suspect that her 
determined cheerfulness is only a cover for deep 
trauma and depression. Slowly the two learn to rely 
on each other, and end up on a road trip in search of 
beauty and healing. Becoming Chloe is a deeply af-
fecting coming-of-age story that is neither overly sen-
timental nor bleak. Instead it is about unexpected 
friendship and recognizing both the beauty and the 
ugliness in the world. Ages 15 and up.  FIC HYDE 
 

IF I STAY 
Gayle Forman  
One minute Mia is on a happy, sponta-
neous family drive; the next, she is 
standing over her own mangled body as 
paramedics work to revive her. Mia fol-
lows her body to the hospital and over 
the following hours, she contemplates 

her life, worries about her little brother, and yearns for 
her boyfriend. The people and relationships are vividly 
described, and Mia’s dilemma—to stay or to let go—
and the actions of her loved ones are poignant but not 
overwrought. This is a powerful, lyrical novel that will 
stay with you.  Ages 14 and up.   J FORM 

 
INTO THE WILD NERD YONDER 
Julie Halpern  
Fifteen-year-old Jessie isn’t sure where 
she fits in. A self professed “mathlete,” 
she doesn’t exactly hang with the in 
crowd, but she’s not a geek either. 
She’s been best friends with Bizza and 
Char forever, but now that they have 

gone punk (poseur-punk, according to Jessie’s older 
brother, the drummer in a real punk band), they don’t 
seem to have much in common anymore. When 
Bizza’s antics go too far, Jessie needs to find new 
friends—fast. Somehow she falls in with the Dun-
geons and Dragons crowd, but Jessie can’t help won-
dering what that says about her. This is a hilarious 
book about the in-and-outs of high school cliquedom 
and the bigger issue of understanding who you are 
beneath all the labels. Jessie’s is a fresh and unusu-
ally honest voice, and the characters and dialog are 
spot-on—and a bit bawdy. Ages 14 and up.   J HALP 

 
THE DUST OF 100 DOGS 
A.S. King  
Seventeenth-century pirate Emer Mor-
risey was murdered and cursed to live 
the lives of 100 dogs. Centuries later, 
Saffron Adams is born with a complete 
memory of Emer’s life and all the dog 
lives in between. This novel is multilay-

ered, with several storylines to keep the pages turn-
ing. First, there is Emer’s life in Cromwellian Ireland, 
her lost love, and her journey to become one of the 
most fearsome pirates of the Caribbean (seriously, 
Emer is no Disney pirate). Then there is Saffron’s dif-
ficult family situation, her struggle to repress her pi-
rate instincts (it really wouldn’t do to maim her mother 
for annoying her), and her driving desire to retrieve 
the treasure that Emer buried just before her death. 
Also thrown into the mix are the insights gained from 
centuries living a dog’s life and a disturbed middle-
aged man who lives near the treasure site. Dust is the 
perfect combination of history, adventure, romance, 
and contemporary realism. Ages 15 and up.   J KING 

���������������	 �!���!!#���



��� ������ �� 	�
�� � ������ �� ��
�
 � �
 ��	���
��� �
 ����
� �� ��� � � � �
�
� ����� �

�

� $( ! �� ) � �' * +��, &+��� �� - �$. �/ � %0�� ! � 1222�


	�/����
������	3���
	�/����
������	3���
	�/����
������	3���
	�/����
������	3���� ���

PERFECT CHEMISTRY 
Simone Elkeles 
Brittany Ellis is blonde, a cheerleader, 
and dating the high school football hero. 
Her life is perfect—or so everyone be-
lieves. Bad boy Alex Fuentes is a mem-
ber of the Latino Bloods gang, and every-
one agrees that he is headed for trou-
ble—and probably a coffin. When the two 
are partnered up in chem class, both are furious and the 
sparks fly. This is a fast-paced, addictive read that really 
plays with stereotypes, creating likable, multi-
dimensional characters despite expectations. The first 
person narrative—alternating between Brittany and 
Alex’s points of view—really brings out the contrast be-
tween their outside pretenses and inner selves and per-
fectly illustrates how each is changed by their interac-
tions. Secondary characters are equally complex and 
genuine. Romantic Twilight fans will love it, but the gritty 
realism of Alex’s gang life will also attract fans of The 
Outsiders. It is definitely a romance, but there is enough 
drama, unexpected humor, and danger that guys can 
enjoy it as well. Ages 14 and up.  J ELKE 

 

HUSH, HUSH by Becca Fitxpatrick 
Nora is both intrigued and repelled by her mys-
terious new lab partner. Then she learns that he 
is part of an ancient battle among the immortal—
and she is in danger. Ages 13 and up.   J FITZ 

FALLEN  BY Lauren Kate 
Luce secretly sees strange, unexplained shad-
ows. Sent to a reform school after a boyfriend’s 
mysterious death, she meets Daniel, who seems 
eerily familiar. Ages 13 and up.   J KATE 

 
 

NEED by Carrie Jones 
Zara thinks she may have a stalker and soon 
suspects something supernatural is in the works 
in her new town. Ages 12 and up.   J JONE / CD 
J BOOK JONE 

WICKED LOVELY BY Melissa Marr 
Aislinn sees faeries that are invisible to others. 
She tries to avoid the dangerous creatures, but 
now a powerful faery has noticed her. Ages 14 
and up.   J MARR / CD J BOOK MARR 
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SHIVER 
Maggie Stiefvater 
Grace has always been fascinated by 
the wolves that live in the woods be-
hind her small-town Minnesota home. 
She feels connected to them some-
how, especially the yellow-eyed wolf 
that saved her life years ago. Sam is 
that wolf. He watches Grace too, in 
the winter when falling temperatures cause him to 
shift to his wolf form and in the warmer months, 
when he is human but can’t bring himself to ap-
proach her. Finally circumstances bring Sam, 
wounded and desperately trying to maintain his body 
heat, to Grace’s doorstep. Recognizing Sam’s dis-
tinctive eyes and a truth she perhaps suspected all 
along, she takes him in and Sam explains what he is 
and his fear that the next time he changes to wolf 
form it will be permanent. This is a Romeo and Juliet
� type story, where the couple must fight for their love 
against seemingly impossible odds, but these two 
are smart, dynamic characters determined to save 
Sam’s humanity and cope with the town’s new, un-
stable werewolf. Their story is told in alternating 
points of view, and the lyrical, melancholy prose is 
the perfect balance for Stiefvater’s less fantastical 
take on paranormal romance. Shiver is the first book 
in the Wolves of Mercy Falls trilogy. Linger is sched-
uled for release in July. Ages 14 and up.  J STIE 

BEAUTIFUL CREATURES 
Kami Garcia & Margaret Stohl 
Nothing ever changes in Gatlin, South 
Carolina, and 16-year-old Ethan Wate 
is tired of it. Then Lena Duchannes 
moves in with her uncle, the town re-
cluse and outcast. Lena’s unusual 
demeanor and outsider status rile up 
school bullies and xenophobic towns-
people, but Ethan is drawn to her. Something seems 
familiar about Lena, something tied to the strange 
dreams he’s been having. As Ethan begins to learn 
Lena’s secrets, he also discovers that nothing and 
no-one in Gatlin is what he thought. This is a sus-
penseful Southern gothic, full of romance, magic, 
and slowly unfolding mysteries. Ethan’s wry narra-
tive voice is compelling, and Lena’s combination of 
vulnerability and strength, her family secrets, and the 
well-developed cast of secondary characters make 
this a memorable read. A sequel, Beautiful Dark-
ness, is due out in October. Ages 12 and up.   
J GARC / PLAY FIC GARC 
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Have you checked out the Kids’ Reads and 
Teen Reads sections of our website?  

www.bcplib.org/kids/kidsreads.htm 
www.bcplib.org/teens/teen_reads.htm 

�� We still have an autographed Advance Reader 
Edition of Fragile Eternity up for grabs. FE is 
the third book in Melissa Marr’s Wicked Lovely  
series, and my personal favorite so far. (But I 
haven’t yet read Radiant Shadows, which was 
just released.) To find out how to enter the 
drawing, visit the Teen reads page on our web-
site!  

�� Bullitt County Public Library is now on Face-
book! Find us there to get regular library up-
dates and announcements, including notifica-
tions whenever a new Book Picks list or path-
finder is available.   

     Tracy Weikel 
     Reference & Reader Advisory Services 

reference@bcplib.org 
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1.  What were your favorite books published in 2009?  

 
 
 
 
 

2. What are your favorites (so far) in 2010? 

  

 

 

Your Name:  __________________________________ 

Your Age:  ___________ 
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Every wonder what everyone else is reading? 
Here are some favorite finds from other teens! 
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by Lynn Weingarten    
J WEIN�

This book is full of suspense 
with humor thrown in. It was 
also so sad. Nina disappears 
and her younger sister, Ellie, 
tries to find out what hap-
pened. You will not be sorry 
you read this book. 
 
-Nautica Williams (14), DSL patron 
  
 

Is there is an under-the-radar book that you 
loved? Want to tell everyone about it? 

Let us know and we will share it on our next 
Book Picks list.  

reference@bcplib.org 
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1. Along for the Ride by Sarah Dessen       

Beautiful Creatures by Kami Garcia &          
Margaret Stohl                                        
Carter Finally Gets It by Brent Crawford 
Catching Fire by Suzanne Collins                                                                      
The Dust of 100 Dogs by A.S. King       
Funny How Things Change by Melissa Wyatt                                                                              
Slob by Ellen Potter                                   
The Summer I Turned Pretty by Jenny Han                                      
When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead                                                
(Just to name a few.) Of course, there 
are probably several more contenders 
lurking in my TBR pile. I am also com-
pletely in love with L.A. Meyer’s Bloody 
Jack series, which I only discovered this 
year (book 1 was out in 2006). The audio 
books (many of which actually were re-
leased in 2009) are especially wonderful.  

2. Before I Fall by Lauren Oliver                  
You’ll definitely be hearing more about 
this one in the next Book Picks! (This 
book is currently on order.) 


